
Phenny’s Story 

I am Phenny Awuor born in Kabienge village in Nyakach,Kenya. The daughter to Mr. and Mrs.Apollo 

Omondi. I come from a family of eight. I am the fifth born in our family. I have grown up in a very 

humble background.  Ever since I was young I have lived seeing my parents struggle so hard to at 

least put bread on the table. They are peasant farmers , sometimes they burn charcoal and sell to 

earn a living. It is not only a struggle to provide food but also a hustle to provide basic needs for the 

family, like education. I have hopes that one day I will change not only their state of poverty but also 

bring a difference in this world. My elder brothers and sisters, were not able to continue with their 

education to a higher level because of luck of funds, they are also hustling the same way my parents 

are. I am now the hope being seen in that family, because of great things God is doing in my life, 

through the Zest For Life organisation. All are looking up for me that one day I will change their 

situation. 

 

I joined Innis Educational Centre in the year 2004 at the age of 6, a school 

that was just growing back then, I guess my dad took me to that school 

because he was supposing that it could be cheaper to learn in that school 

than a neighbouring school which was a bit expensive. I was taken to the 

Baby class and my teachers discovered that I was sharper than the rest of the 

pupils in that class so I was taken to the Middle class. In 2005, I was in final 

class and graduated to class 1 (see picture, left). From class 1 to class 6, I 

didn't know my potential until the day I was appointed a class prefect by my 

class teacher being that I was disciplined and an average student. The 

responsibility of heading a class put pressure on me to not only lead them as a prefect but also 

academically. In the same year,2011, while I was in class 6,I was motivated by a fellow pupil, a class 

eight then, Tracy Achieng, she could top the class every time an exam was done. I longed to be like 

her, when she passed so well and was called to Kenya High School, she got a scholarship from the 

Zest For Life organization. This motivated me more. My hopes of going to a national school revived. 

This was a very good opportunity for me, I couldn't let it go . Ever since I was young, I had a dream of 

becoming a lawyer. I knew this was the opportunity to give my best and work smarter to realise my 

dream. 

 

When I got to class 7, still a class prefect, I started appearing in top 3 ,I wrote my target of 350 marks 

by the end of the year. Indeed God was faithful and he granted me 352 marks from 328marks. I was 

second best. When I got to class 8, in 2013, I was appointed the school's head girl and a spiritual 

leader. Though the responsibilities increased and as a head girl a lot was expected from you(one 

could not easily give more attention to academics) I did not give up in my efforts to give my best in 

the final examination ,KCPE. I was working for marks that could enable me to get to a national 

school. When the results were released I was the best pupil in the school with 368 marks. What 

Surprised even my teachers more is that I was the second best in Mathematics in the nation, I had 

86%while the best in the nation had 87%. I thanked God so much because all was his doing. I was 

called to Ng'iya Girls' National School. People say "the school for the rich". Many people didn't know 

how I would get to a national school yet I just came from an ordinary family. I thank God because he 

had a plan for my life. When no one expected this, My head teacher, Mr.Awiti informed me that I 

was expecting a scholarship from the Zest For Life organisation. It was great! I was now able to join 

the school. 



 

When I got to Ng'iya Girls' National School in 2014, our admission letters were sent to us according 

to our KCPE marks, I was position 158 out of the 310 students who were admitted to Ng'iya. Not only 

did I see this as a challenge but also as an opportunity to me because it provided a platform for 

competition. The first examination we did I was position 32 out of 310 with grade A- . We went 

home and I was longing to give my best, to thank my sponsors by performing better. In our next 

exam I halved the position and was position 16 out of 310. I didn't get satisfied with this still, I 

wanted to appear in top 10,when I got to form two, that is when I started appearing in top 

10.Despite other challenges in school, I didn't stop working. When I got to form four, the final 

year,2017,I knew I had a great task, to show the world that my previous efforts were not in vane . To 

prove to the world that no matter your background, you can still be what you want by trusting in the 

Almighty. In high school I was given a responsibility of being a laboratory prefect, this didn't hinder 

me from giving my all. I wanted to be grateful to the Zest For Life organisation and let them know 

that their funds didn't go to waste. Though the exams were very challenging I had to give my best. I 

trusted God that He would give me the best.  

 

The day for the KCSE exam release is one of the days I will never forget. I was at home, around 

10am, I was washing utensils while listening to a programme in a radio. The radio presenter then 

suddenly stopped and abruptly switched to bring live a function which was going on. It was the 

breaking news as he said it, "The cabinet secretary for education is releasing the KCSE results for 

2017" I was surprised because this was earlier than the normal time you could expect your results. It 

was barely 20 days since we completed the exams. I listened very keenly as the cabinet secretary 

announced the results , "There were a total of 800,000 students who sat for the KCSE exam but  a 

few did so well" ,he said there were 142 As,2714 A minuses, out of the 2714, 901 were girls. I am 

happy that I was among the 901 girls. I thank God so much because He was faithful. In Ng'iya Girls 

National school, there were only 5 A- which were the best results in the school. I was among them, I 

thank God so much because indeed he has a plan with my life to elevate me from grass to grace just 

through Zest For Life. 

 

My good performance gave me a chance to apply for my dream course. I have been called at the 

University of Nairobi, Kenya, to take a course in Bachelor of Laws(LLB. Law). I am to join on 25th 

February,2019. I am glad that this can be a dream come true if I am able to join and pursue that 

course. I am still hoping for support from this God-given organisation  Zest For Life, with the 

compassionate people who have a feeling for  the purpose of life. I always thank God for the 

organisation because it is through you that I now understand that a dream can come true if we 

follow it and trust in God.  

Through Zest for Life I am now able to take up a course in computer 

studies which will be of great help to me when I join the university. I thank 

the organisation so much and may God bless even the supporters of the 

organisation abundantly. 

 It is of great pleasure to write this. Thank you 

Best wishes, Phenny Awuor 


