
My Family Background 

My name is Hastings Omondi Oliyo. I am a first born in a humble family of 4 boys and 1 girl. My dad 

and my mum are peasant farmers in a rural community in western Kenya.  

Education background 

I attended Miriu Primary school where I sat for Kenya Certificate of Primary Education examinations 

in 2005 and attained 316 marks. In 2006, I joined Miriu secondary school propelled by thirst for 

knowledge, but with little hope for completion since my family had sold all the assets they had in order 

to meet the admission requirements.   The first two terms in Miriu were not easy as I spent much time 

at home because my parents could not raise the school fee for me to attend classes regularly.  

Later that year I was fortunate enough to be admitted into Zest For Life sponsorship and consequently 

got my secondary school fees paid promptly. With the sponsorship I was able to attend classes 

regularly and thus my academic performance improved. In 2009, I sat for my national examinations 

(Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education) and attained grade B (65 points) which enabled me to 

secure admission at Maseno University in 2011.  

At Maseno University I never walked alone! Again, Zest For Life paid my university education fees and 

gave me a stipend every semester to cater for my basic needs while at Maseno. This is a rare 

opportunity in Western Kenya! Because of the support I got from Zest For Life, I was able to 

concentrate in my studies and graduated with Bachelors of Arts in Urban and Regional Planning (First 

Class Honours) in December 2015.  

 

In August 2016 I got a scholarship for a Masters Exchange Program in Design 

for Sustainable Development, in Chalmers University in Sweden. The 

scholarship was financed by the Swedish International Development 

Cooperation Agency, through Mistra Urban Futures Foundation, and 

enabled me to advance my knowledge and sharpen my skills in sustainable 

urban planning. Now, I am almost completing a Masters in Urban 

Management in Maseno University.  

 

Professional background 

Since my graduation, I have been participating as an assistant planner in urban planning assignments 

in Western Kenya. In Sweden I worked with housing projects in Swedish Million Home Program Areas 

where I gained skills in solving housing problems. Upon arriving in Kenya I was fortunate to be involved 

in preparation of housing policy for Kisumu County. I hope to gain more experience locally and abroad.  

My ultimate goal  

I hope to secure a PhD scholarship in Europe so as to continue getting into the depth and breadth of 

urban planning. This will enable me achieve my dream of becoming a lecturer and researcher. This 

way I reckon I will be of great help to humanity.  


